
America Past & Present 

CUSD 

Instructional 

Norms: 
- lesson design 

components 
- objectives effectively 

implemented 
- engagement strategies 

and checking for 

understanding 

implemented 
- higher level questioning 

strategies such as “how” 

and “why” 
-writing strategies 

implemented 
Effective Lesson 

Design 

Components: 
- learning objective 

posted 
- activate prior knowledge 
- concept development 
- skill development 
- guided practice 
- importance 
- closure 
- independent practice 

Instructional 

Strategies: 
- wait time 1 & 2 
- random selection 
- choral response 
- unpacking thinking 
- think-pair-share 
- whiteboards 
- gestures 
- academic discourse 

Monday 

Day 1 

Tuesday 

Day 2 

Wednesday 

Day 3 

Thursday 

Day 4 

Friday 

Day 5 

- Classroom rules, 
expectations, and 
procedures 

- Introductions and ice 
breakers 

- Enrichment Choices 

- Follow plan distributed by 
Summer School Program 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Mystery Bag 

Activity: include 

things like penny, 

pictures of Geo. 

Washington, 

American flag, map 

of thirteen colonies, 

constitution, picture 

book about America, 

etc… 

- Slide presentation 

that introduces 

vocabulary, ideas, 

poem, listen to 

song(s), watch video 

(pause video 

periodically for class 

note-taking for 

understanding) all as 

part of frontloading 

- Video idea: School 

House Rock: The 

Constitution (3 min.) 

 

- refer back to what 

was introduced 

yesterday 

- explore American 

history through 

literature and/or 

social studies 

workbook 

- suggested titles:  

   * Tattered Sails by 

Verla Kay (K-2) 

   * Homespun Sarah 

by Verla Kay (K-2) 

  * John, Paul, 

George & Ben by 

Lane Smith (1-5)   
   * more titles available 

on internet, links provided 

below, check with school 

library media clerk for 

availability at site 
* take class notes for 

students to refer back 

to 

* identify author’s 

purpose after reading 

* focus: main idea 

and details 

-Read another book. 

Preferably a book of 

the opposite genre of 

the book that was 

read yesterday. 

-Identify genre and 

have students prove 

how they know (e.g. 

The first book 

mentioned real 

people, whereas the 

other book was kind 

of silly with 

illustrations.) 

-Identify the purpose 

of reading fiction 

versus non-fiction.  

- What type of book 

should we read for 

factual information? 

Why is that helpful to 

understand events that 

happened in the past? 

- complete a top hat 

graphic organizer 

either whole-class or 

independently 

- Early American 

games 

- students will learn 

how to play two 

different games that 

children played in 

Early America 

   * hopscotch  

   * cat’s cradle 

      - these are just a 

couple of ideas, there 

are many other ideas 

on the internet 

- for game ideas: 

http://www.historicth

edalles.org/pioneer_g

ames.htm 

- allow students time 

to play games for 

about 30 minutes 

- discuss how games 

are similar/dissimilar 

to games that students 

play today 

- students can write a 

compare/contrast 

about games 

 

http://www.historicthedalles.org/pioneer_games.htm
http://www.historicthedalles.org/pioneer_games.htm
http://www.historicthedalles.org/pioneer_games.htm
http://www.historicthedalles.org/pioneer_games.htm


Focus for the Week:  

Patriotism 
 

Use resources such as 

fluency books, 

levelized readers, 

workbooks, or 

internet sources to 

practice close reading. 

 

Those same resources 

can be used to 

compare multiple 

sources of 

information. 

 

The ideas presented 

on Monday are big 

ideas and can easily 

be stretched out over 

the course of the 

week. 

 

If available, use the 

computer lab to do 

some research on 

American Patriots and 

their contribution to 

our early nation. 

Monday 

Day 6 

 

Tuesday  

Day 7 

Wednesday 

Day 8 

Thursday 

Day 9 

Friday 

Day 10 

-Use standards for 

Speaking and 

Listening in order to 

facilitate collaborative 

conversations 

allowing students 

opportunities to 

discuss ideas  

-Who are some of 

America’s greatest 

patriots? (you may 

want to take a look at 

the Bingo game that 

has several famous 

patriots and why they 

are famous) 

- What is a patriot? 

- Why do people 

show patriotism? 

- How can we show 

patriotism? 

- What do we do to 

celebrate patriotism? 

 

 

- Read text about 

American patriots, 

use close reading 

strategies 

-Create a foldable to 

organize your non-

fiction facts. This 

allows students to 

have a resource to 

refer back to when 

necessary 

- Use literacy 

standard R.I. 1: 

   - Ask and answer 

questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of text 

(grades 1-3) 

   - Refer to details 

and examples of text 

to answer questions 

(grade 4) 

   - Quote accurately 

from text when 

explaining what text 

says (grade 5) 

 

- Use video from one 

of our video sources 

along with the video 

report to deepen 

understanding of 

patriots, American 

Revolution, etc. 

   -You can use the 

back side of the video 

report to take notes 

and pause the video 

after key concepts and 

share out the notes 

that are most 

important 

-Students should 

summarize their 

understanding of the 

key concepts of the 

video  

   -Writing standard 2 

-Bring in picture 

book, preferably 2 

books, 1 fiction and 1 

non-fiction on topic 

with other activities 

from week. See 

resource sheet for 

book ideas. 

-Students will 

compare and contrast 

ideas and information 

that they have read 

and seen using the top 

hat compare/contrast 

graphic organizer 

-This graphic 

organizer can help to 

lead conversation 

about how people 

have made great 

sacrifices for our 

country. 

 - Write a letter to a 

soldier thanking him 

or her for their service 

to our country.  

- Give finished letters 

and any illustrations 

to your liaison to be 

given to the lead 

teacher to mail off to 

soldiers serving at 

home and abroad. 

- American Patriot 

Bingo, Who Am I?,  

or Definition 

Shefinition from 

Classroom Games 

Ideas list. 

 

 

 

 

 



Focus for the Week: 

Early Americans 
 

Use the resources that 

have been provided. 

 

If you need some 

reading passages, visit 

www.readworks.org 

 

If you are looking for 

a fun way to organize 

your information for 

notes, check out the 

free resources on the 

internet for foldables. 

Dinah Zike’s stuff is 

readily available.  

These foldables can 

easily be used across 

the curriculum. 

 

See the attachment 

file that contains 

review games 

recommended by 

Marzano. 

Monday 

Day 11 

Tuesday  

Day 12 

Wednesday 

Day 13 

Thursday 

Day 14 

Friday 

Day 15 

-Use Standards for 

Speaking and 

Listening in order to 

facilitate collaborative 

conversations 

allowing students 

opportunities to 

discuss ideas 

-Who are some of 

America’s important 

early Americans? 

-What contributions 

did early Americans 

make to early and 

modern society? 

-Where did early 

Americans live? 

-What did early 

Americans do? 

-Find literature that 

can introduce a new 

American. (see 

internet for ideas of 

quality literature) 

-Choose article from 

Readworks.org to 

utilize for close 

reading and specific 

skill strategy practice. 

  *What is the 

author’s purpose? 

   *What style of 

writing is this? 

   *What is the theme 

of the article? 

   *What is a main 

idea? What are some 

details that support 

the main idea? How 

can you tell the 

difference between 

the main idea and the 

supporting details? 

-Pull in a book from 

the library if possible 

to add to the 

understanding of the 

concept. Create a 

foldable to take notes. 

-Pull in video from 

site such as United 

Streaming that 

supports and 

enhances the idea of 

Early Americans. Use 

the video note taking 

sheet to take notes 

and summarize the 

information in the 

video. 

-Have students 

independently or 

whole class use a top 

hat chart to compare 

and contrast the 

information from a 

Readworks.org 

article, book, and 

video. 

-What are new ideas 

and understandings 

students have 

-Have students 

develop questions that 

they would want to 

ask an important 

person from early 

America. They can 

ask questions of a 

specific person such 

as a president, or 

perhaps questions for 

a common person in 

early America.  

-Students can write a 

letter to a person in 

America’s distant 

past, following the 

rules of letter writing. 

They may want to 

incorporate their 

questions and show 

their understanding of 

the time period in 

their letter. 

-Review material of 

the week by playing a 

game such as 

Torpedo. Allow 

students a few 

minutes to review 

notes and material 

prior to starting game. 

Allow students time 

to jot ideas down 

independently and 

possibly with a 

partner. Students may 

want to organize their 

ideas on an alpha 

chart. Follow rules of 

game. Allow 30-45 

minutes to play. 

 

 

http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.readworks.org/


Wrapping Up the 

Pieces 
 

Use resources that are 

available and 

premade from places 

such as Pete’s 

PowerPoints.  

 

 

Monday 

Day 16 

Tuesday 

Day 17 

Wednesday 

Day 18 

Thursday 

Day 19 

 

-Pull a PowerPoint 

lesson or video that 

reviews some 

important concepts 

that have been 

addressed. Review the 

importance of our 

early Americans.  

Discussion Points: 

-What were the 

difficulties of early 

American life? 

-Who were some 

early Americans? 

-What are some 

important events in 

early America? 

Creative Writing: 

-Would you rather 

travel back in time to 

live with early 

Americans or bring an 

early American into 

current time?  

Describe a day in this 

situation. 

-Creative Writing: 

You have been 

learning about early 

America. You have 

learned about some 

key events, people, 

ideas, and even what 

kids did for fun. You 

are going to write 

about traveling back 

through time and 

describe (a day or 

week) in the life of an 

early American. You 

can choose to be a 

patriot, child, or 

everyday kind of 

person. Be sure to 

include details that 

make it seem like the 

reader can imagine 

what it would be like 

to travel back to this 

time in history. 

-Review information 

that has been 

introduced over the 

past couple of weeks 

using a Jeopardy style 

game. 

-With the class 

broken into groups, 

begin working on 

creating a newspaper 

that would be 

reflective of the early 

American period. 

Have students create 

an ad for classified, 

toys, food, restaurant, 

farm service, local, 

state, and national 

news. (this can take 

anywhere from 2-3 

periods if using the 

full 90 minutes) 

-Continue with the 

newspaper. If 

possible, create a 

template on the 

computer and allow 

students to insert clip 

art that would 

enhance the activity. 

If that is not possible, 

print out a few images 

that students can use 

to place in their ads as 

appropriate.  When 

making a class 

newspaper, it is nice 

to print the final result 

and send with the 

students as a 

reflection of their 

learning. 

 

 

 

 

Patriotic songs link:  http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/ 

http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/
http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/


 

Early American childhood games link:  

 http://www.historicthedalles.org/pioneer_games.htm 

http://www.homesteadtoys.com/OutdoorToys.html 

 

Ideas for literature about early America: 

 http://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/life-in-colonial-america.html 

 http://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/American-History-books.html 

 

US History website link:  http://www.apples4theteacher.com/socialstudies/american-history/ 

 

Colonial America reference website: http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/colonization_colonial_life.html 

 

Pete’s PowerPoints (free pre-made lesson plans, PowerPoints, games, videos, and more) 
 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/index.html 

 http://americanhistory.mrdonn.org/index.html 

 

Resources: 

 Readworks: lessons, unit ideas and reading passages 

  http://www.readworks.org/ 

 Newsela: reading passages at variable reading levels, current event based articles 

  http://newsela.com/ 

 United Streaming: subscription needed, video and curriculum resources 

  http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/ 

 

Flag Day lesson plan: 

 http://www2.lhric.org/kat/flag.htm 

 

On this Day in History facts: http://www.on-this-day.com/ 
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